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TWO SPECIAL DAYS 
TWO special parish occasions were observed in July. The first was the 28th 
anniversary of the consecration of the Church of the Resurrection, marked by a 
combined service at KP on the 17th, and St James’ Day, observed with a combined 
service at ME on the 24th.  
 
Archbishop Jeffrey Driver preached on the Epistle of Paul to the Colossians at KP, 
telling us how the Apostle in his letter to a small group of Christians in a town in Asia 
Minor urged them not to succumb to temptations and pressures put upon them as 
Christians but to lift their eyes and live for something more. 
 
Saint Paul’s was not the sort of self-help advice you find in books at an airport, like 
seven positive ways to be a wealthy human being. It was that resurrection is 
experience, and the only way to resurrection is always through the way of dying. 
“There is no Easter Day without a Good Friday,” Archbishop Driver said. 
 
“Resurrection is who we are if we dare. There is only one way to it. It is the daring, 
outrageous, courageous risky way of giving our life away. Of being prepared to step 
out, taking risks, even the risk of dying as an institution.  
 
“That is what the author of the letter to the Colossians is speaking about – to have 
the outrageous vision of death and resurrection not just as inspiration but as life and 
call. This is the Church of the Resurrection and today we celebrate our call. 
 
“We hear the call of Jesus Christ to the right sort of dying. We can, as the Church in 
Australia and as the diocese and this parish, go on responding to the pressures upon 
us from the world, propping up the familiar with ever-increased anxiety. 
 
“Or we can do that most outrageous thing and take the risk of giving life away, of 
daring to be the church of death and resurrection.  
 
“So may this parish go on being marked by the right sort of dying, that joyful, risk-
taking, self-spending love-squandering life-outpouring sort of dying that might disturb 
the diocesan committees just a little, might furrow the brow of the parish treasurer 
from time to time, might make us all feel a bit nervous but which is the outrageous 
and wonderful call (of) Jesus our Lord, and is for the church the way to life.”  
 
Footnote: The Church of the Resurrection dates only from 1988, replacing four other 
churches. St James’ had its beginnings in 1882 as a mission outreach from St Lukes’ 
in Adelaide’s Whitmore Square. A day school was established in 1898 and ran until 

1968, with its peak attendance being 120 students. 
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